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The Klutznick Center for Urban and Regional Studies

The Klutznick Center for Urban and Regional Studies is the first of its kind in

Isracl. It was established in 1969 by the late Prof. Moshe (Morris) Hill. In 1989 the

Center was endowed by Mr. Philip M. Klutznick, former U.S. Ambassador to the
UN. and a well-known real estate developer, who is interested in development
issues in Israel. The Center is located in the Faculty of Architecture and Town
Planning at the Technion, Israel Institute of Technology. The Center's objectives are to
advance research, and to aid public policymakers with regard to urban and regional
planning and development.

The Center's researchers include experts in the fields of land use planning; regional
planning;  economic development; planning law; landscape architecture; urban
design; architectural history; modeling simulations and computer applications in
planning; and the social and psychological aspects of planning the built enviroriment.

The Center's pioneering research has paved the way for the growth of this field in
Israel. Some examples include: the first Israeli environmental impact statement - the
siting of the Hadera power plant; pioneering research on environmental quality and
open spaces; work on Israeli development towns; publication of a seven-volume
guidebook on planning of public services which is used extensively by public
officials and by private planners; publication of a book - "Handbook for Citizen
Participation in Planning"; research in the areas of housing, neighborhood renewal
and social and psychological aspects of human behavior in the built environment;
analysis of private entrepreneurial initiatives and public economic development in
Isracli development towns and Arab villages; the exploration of national land policy
— issues of ownership, management and allocation; and analysis of the legal aspects
of planning and land development.

There is a strong linkage between the Center and the Graduate Program in Urban
and Regional Planning. This linkage is expressed in student theses and final papers
supervised by Center staff, and the use of the Center's distribution channels for
disseminating research results.

The Center publishes a series of research publications, including working papers,
research reports and books in Hebrew and English. The Center also initiates and
hosts seminars, workshops and public symposia on topics of urban and regional
planning.
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