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Founder 

1930-1986 

Professor Moshe (Morris) Hill was the key founder of 

urban planning education in Israel and through that, the 

planning profession in Israel. Born in 1930 in South 
Africa, Moshe was a PhD graduate in Urban and 
Regional Planning from the University of Pennsylvania.  

Upon his 'aliya' (immigration to Israel), he joined the 
Technion, and in 1970 founded Israel’s first and as yet 

only graduate accredited professional degree in Urban 
and Regional Planning.  At the same time, Professor Hill 
established the Technion’s Center for Urban and 

Regional Studies - Israel’s leading research center with a 
specific focus on these topics. For many years Moshe 

led both the academic program and the research center. 
Prof. Hill was killed at the age of 56 in a road accident 
while on an academic visit to South Africa. 

Inside 

3  About the Center 

4 Past Events 

10 40th anniversary 
conference  

16 Ongoing projects 

19 Current Research 

38 Publications 



About the Center 

The Center for Urban and Regional Studies (CURS) is both a research center and 

a Think-Tank. It is affiliated with the Graduate Program for Urban and Regional 
Planning in the Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning at the Technion - Israel 

Institute of Technology.  

CURS was established in 1969 by Professor Moshe (Morris) Hill, and was the first 

of its kind in Israel. Since 1989 the center has benefitted from the generous 
support of Mr. and Mrs. Philip M. Klutznick, former US ambassador to the UN and 

president of Bnai Brith organization. 

The center’s mission is to contribute to the understanding of urban and regional 

development processes and to aid policymaking at the national, regional and local 
levels. Two principles guide the center’s work: excellence on an international level 

in research, and contribution to the enhancement of quality of life in Israel. The 
Center's researchers have high-level expertise and substantial experience in the 
following fields:  

CURS researchers collaborate with other researchers and institutions within the  
Technion, Israel and abroad. Its research funds are granted by international and 

national foundations and institutions, Israeli government ministries, local authorities 
and other public and semi-public bodies. The Center uses various mediums to 
disseminate its research findings among decision makers, planning practitioners 

and the general public. The main medium is the publication of books, research 
reports and position papers, published both in Hebrew and English. In addition, the 

Center initiates and hosts local, national and international seminars, workshops 
and symposia. Members of the Center often serve on public committees, both 
national and local, and they frequently participate in scientific and professional 

conferences around the world. 

Office Holders:  
CURS Chair -   Prof. Rachelle Alterman  Tel: 972-4-8294037 
Secretary     -   Mrs. Orit Yimalkovski      Tel: 972-4-8294019 

• Land use planning  
• Economic development  

• Social planning 
• Environmental psychology 

• Planning law 
• Environmental aspects in planning 
• Housing 

• Transportation 
• Urban renewal and Regeneration 

• Regional planning 
• Real estate development  

• Landscape planning and design 
• Planning informatics 

• Public participation  
• Conflict resolution  
• Planning for specific groups: Women,  

  elderly people, children, Arab population   
  and immigrants.  
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Past Events 



Continuing Education Program:  

Planning in the Rural Sector  



Past Events 
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Past Events 

The Urban and Regional Planning Program
and the Center for Urban and Regional Studies 

 



 ”Planning the Sustainable City:  Lessons from Bogota”

Oscar Edmundo Diaz,  Senior Advisor to former Mayor of Bogota and Senior 
Program Director at the Institute  for Transportation and Development Policy (ITDP)
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Past Events 

“Rising to the Challenge: Planners and the Planning Profession”

Robert Upton until recently Secretary General of the Royal Town Planning Institute. 
Currently  Deputy  Chair  and  Commissioner  of  the  UK  Infrastructure  Planning 
Commission. 

 





Enhancing social considerations 

in spatial planning in Israel 

How can spatial planning in Israel take 

more account of social goals and the 

needs of diverse populations?  

Ongoing projects 

Social planning lab 

The Center for Urban and Regional Studies established a new 

planning lab focused on strengthening the connection between 
academia and the community – “from learning to action”.  The lab 

is directed by Dr. Emily Silverman. 

 



 





CURS researchers investigate a range of 

subjects at the forefront of the Urban planning 
profession and practice. 

Housing and the built environment: Policy and Planning 







Environmental Aspects and Natural Resources: Policy and Planning 







 



 



Social Aspects of Urban Planning 





 

Economic Development and Real Estate development 



Examining the effect of light rail on urban land and real 

estate value 

  













Spatial Planning 



Urban Sprawl in Israeli Arab Towns and its Causes 



NEW 

"A genuinely pioneering book that touches upon one 

of the prominent and most challenging themes of our 

century. This timely and important volume offers a 

practical and balanced perspective in evaluating 

policy tools, while providing recommendations 

towards promoting energy efficiency in buildings in 

Israel. Through its profound and intelligent writing it 

constitutes a key contribution to the local and global 

understanding, knowledge and policy making about 

green building.” 

  Michal Bitterman, founding member, executive   

  committee of the Israel Green Building  

  Council (ILGBC)  

Building Green: 
Promoting Energy Efficiency in 
Israel 

Yael Bar Ilan, David Pearlmutter 
and Alon Tal, 2010 

Water Sensitive Planning (WSP) 
Integrating Water Considerations Into 
Urban and Regional Planning 
Naomi Carmon and Uri Shamir, 2010 

NEW 

Urban Sprawl: A comparative 

Perspective on Land Use Regulations 

Amnon Frenkel and Amin Sahala, 2010 

NEW 

In 

Hebrew 

"Israel faces a unique set of challenges as it develops 

its next  generation of energy policies.  This book 

provides an invaluable  roadmap for a new Israeli 

energy efficiency strategy that increases  energy 

security, promotes economic opportunities, and 

reduces carbon and other emissions.” 

 Joe Kruger, Policy Director, the National Commission  

 on Energy Policy, Washington D.C. and lead author  

 for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change   

 (IPCC).  



NEW 

Everywhere in the world, land use law and 

regulation affect real property values – either 

increasing or decreasing them.  Regulatory takings 

is the potential raw nerve of land use regulation, 

yet policymakers and civic groups have tackled the 

issue without the perspective that a cross-national 

exchange of ideologies, laws, and practices can 

provide. 

  

Takings International is the first large-scale effort 

devoted to this controversial issue, providing a 

vast platform of comparative knowledge on direct, 

indirect, categorical, and partial takings. Written for 

legal professionals, academics, urban and regional 

planners, real estate developers, and civil-society 

groups, the book analyzes thirteen advanced 

economy countries representing a variety of legal 

regimes, institutional structures, cultures, 

geographic sizes, and population densities. 

  

The comparative prism yields some surprising and 

counterintuitive observations. In a climate of 

intensifying controversies about property and the 

role of public agencies, the book enables informed 

debate and provides all sides with a sense of scale 

by which to evaluate current state practices and 

propose alternatives. 

Takings International : 
 A comparative Perspective on 
Land Use Regulations 

Rachelle Alterman, 2010 

From Conflict to Participation: 
Anticipating and preventing Public 

Objections to Land Use Plans  

Doron Drukman and Rachelle Alterman, 2010 

Excessive Property Rights: 
Compensation Claims for Diminished Land 

Values Caused by Statutory Plans in Israel 

Shira Brand and Rachelle Alterman, 2010 

NEW NEW 

In 

Hebrew 

In 

Hebrew 



Failed Towers – The Problem 

 of Long-term Maintenance of 

High-rise Condominiums in 

 Israel 

Rachelle Alterman, 2009 

Strategic Plan for Galilean 

Hatzor: Student  projects 

report 

Rachelle Alterman, Pnina 

Plaut and Idan Porat 2009 

Design Supplements to 

Statutory Plans 

Rachelle Alterman and Sara 

Gazit Witzman, 2009 

2009 

The Housing distress 

of the Palestinian 

Community in Jaffa    

Sebastian Wallerstein and 

Emily Silverman, 2009 

Strategic  
Plan 

 for  
Galilean 

Hatzor 

Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew 

Rachelle Alterman, 2009 

Affordable Housing in 

Tel Aviv-Jaffa 

Findings and recommendations 

Emily Silverman, Ehud Pasernak, 

Michal Yocale, Nurit Tzafrir and 

Naomi Carmon, 2009 

Affordable Housing in 

Ashdod – Kalaniot Center 

Findings and recommendations 

Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew 



Rachelle Alterman and 

Einat Gavrieli, 2008.  

Spatial Planning in 
Israel: Ground  

Politics 

Arye Hershkowitz, 2008 

Between Extreme Centralization 

and Hesitant Decentralizations: 
Plans Under Local Jurisdiction in 

Israel's Building And Planning Law 

Rachelle Alterman and Aviva 

Zuberi, 2008.  

Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew 

Uri Shamir and Naomi 

Carmon, 2007 

Distributive Justice and Real 

Property: Land readjustment 

according to the Israel Planning and 

Building Law 

Hedva Hevroni and Rachelle 

Alterman, 2008 

Water Sensitive Planning: 

Integrating Water 

Considerations into Urban 

and Regional Planning 

2008 

From Public Goals to Private 

Obligations: Agreements Between 

Planning Authorities and Developers 

Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew 

Naomi Carmon, 2008 

Housing strategy for a 

large city: 

Tel Aviv-Jaffa Proposal 



The contribution of 

Universities to Local 
Development 

Amnon Frenkel and Emil 

Israel, 2007 

2005-2007 

The Technological 

Incubators in Israel: 

Technological Policy in 

an Era of Privatization 

Amnon Frenkel and Daniel 

Shefer, 2005 

Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew 

Pnina Plaut, Miron Mendelson 

and Daniel Shefer, 2005 

The Meaning of 
Housing Density for 

People 

Michal Mitrani and Arza 

Churchman, 2006 

Hebrew Hebrew 

Planning for Cycling: 
Spatial and Traffic 

Planning 

Mortgage Loans in 
Israel: Defaults and 

Foreclosures 

Gilat Benchetrit  and 

Naomi Carmon, 2006 

Hebrew 

A Strategy to Develop 

Employment 

opportunities for the 
Arabs in Israel 

Yosef Jabareen, 2007 



Frenkel Amnon and Maya 

Ashkenazi, 2005  

Legal Aspects of High 

Rise developments: The 

need for reformed policies 

Alterman Rachelle and Tal 

Tzafrir, 2004 

Vision of Sustainable 

Development Vs. Sprawling 

Reality? Spatial Characteristics of 

Israeli Sprawl 

Planning in the Face of 

Crisis: Housing, Land-Use 

and mass immigration in 

Israel 

Alterman Rachelle, 2002 

Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew 

Arza Churchman, Hubert Law-

Yone and Rachel Kallus, 2002 

The Housing Conditions 

of Population Groups in 

Israel 

2002-2005 

Hebrew Hebrew 

Alterman Rachelle and Iris 

Hann, 2004 

Instruments for Open Space 

Preservation: What can Israel 

Learn from Other Countries? 

Water Saving in the Urban 

Sector: A Feasibility Study 

Shlomit Beeri, Naomi Carmon 

and Uri Shamir, 2005 

The Housing 
Conditions 

of Population 
Groups 

in Israel 



List of publications 1990-2001 (In Hebrew) 

–

–

–

–

Planning and Plans: National, Regional and Local Level 

Housing Construction and Urban Regeneration: 

Economic, Social and Design Aspects 



Land Policy and Real State Development: Legal and 

Economic Aspects 

Planning in the Arab Sector 



Natural Resources, Environmental Quality and 

Landscape Planning 

Social and Psychological Aspects in Planning 






